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John R. Stockwell introduces the documentary made about him by Academy 
Award-winning filmmaker Saul Landau. The movie has been shown in several 
film festivals around the world and on TV in many countries; but the U.S. 
networks, including PBS, refused to show it. Consequently, our showing 
provides its American premiere. Next, we look at segments of three weeks' 
coverage by the TV networks of the situation concerning the Russian troops 
in Cuba, interspersed with John's comments. Finally, John gives his 
evaluation of Cuba, having recently visited there three times, and his 
arguments against the CIA. The program was designated "tonight's highlight" 
by the Austin American-Statesman and evoked much discussion. 
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or rhetoric and look for enemies like you say so that people will become hawkish and accept a more a 
militant stance and activists stance around the world as a matter of fact it resulted in the poll which was 
mentioned by AP and NBC Associated Press poll shows Americans by three two one want a salt treaty held 
up by the Senate until the Russian troops are moved out of Cuba sixty-six percent said hold up the treaty 
twenty two percent said don't the others didn't know John how would you comment on Carter's speech on 
this incident where he claimed that Cuba was a puppet a satellite of the Soviet Union there was an economic 
failure do you think that's an accurate account well you notice Fidel Castro was on 60 minutes the night 
before President Carter's big speech on this subject and he called President Carter dishonest on this this 


subject and then the next night Carter went on television and it was almost as though he set out to prove 
Castro right his presentation of the facts was so distorted and he left out these these glaring omissions that 
would give some balance to the thing that would have explained it and put it into its perspective things like 
Cuba's long-standing and repeated offer overture to us to normal normalize relations which we have 
consistently spurned the presence he did not mention the presence of our marine corps base on Cuban soil 
now mind you if the Soviets had troops on US soil or cuban troops on US soil it would be a different thing but 
we actually maintained a Marine Corps Base on Cuban soil he made a big thing out of the Cuba's 
dependency economic dependency on the Soviet Union 
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economic dependency on the Soviet Union and he called it Cuba the economic failure of communism he 
didn't point out that we've had a 20-year economic war against Cuba that it's a long ways from Russia and 
it's very close to us this war has in food of course the the assassination attempts on the leader and the 
propaganda efforts to disrupt the morale of the country but aside from all that projects to destroy their sugar 
crops and Cuba is almost totally dependent on its sugar for one thing a blockade of Cuba for many many 
years embargo on the sale of many things to Cuba we did everything we could to make them into our enemy 
and to force them into the arms of the Soviet Union to force them to be dependent on the Soviet Union we 
could have taken the opposite policy and tried to help them get established economically so that they could 
be part of the community of nations and not be aligned with the Soviet Union we pushed them into the arms 
of the Soviet Union he didn't bother to point it out this it's the greatest irony | think the hardest thing for 
Americans to understand and realize in face and accept is that our presidents have now a tradition of being 
the most delicious of any world leaders our presidents lie the most as a matter of policy because of the 
secrecy establishment now it was it was absolute proof of the pudding of the whole thing about the CIA this 
was another Cl operation that got out of hand a rogue elephant they like to call them that put that it 
jeopardized salt too and put the United States in the position of being ridiculed in the eyes of the world and 
preoccupied our government for three weeks until Carter finally did you notice how when he was on 
television how he kept smirking he would be talking very seriously about all these heavy things need to kind 
of give his little his little grin he couldn't repress it because he knew what 
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couldn't repress it because he knew what a joke this whole thing was there were there was no crisis but at 
the same time it had become a crisis in the sense that salt too was at stake well I'll so eventually go and join 
us now and we'll proceed with more in-depth discussion of this and other other items which might be on your 
mind it's clear to me this is a pseudo issue but I'm not clear of how the CIA is behind this okay you have to 
read between the lines only a little bit to understand the CIA's role because it has been stated in the last few 
weeks | would be more alert to what these statements meant having been part of these things before but 
every three years there's the the non-aligned nations conference and every three years nine months before 
the conference the CIA mounts a massive operation to discredit disrupt and manipulate this conference in in 
19 whenever it was nineteen seventy the big issue was China was trying to get into the United Nations and 
we were leaning in the direction of talking directly to China but the thrust of the non-aligned nations 
conference operation was to get all of the delegates possible to oppose endorsing the entry of China into the 
United Nations | was involved in that when | had an agent who was an intellectual third world figure who was 
a an official in his government who could go to this conference and so | was leaned on by headquarters 
every station CIA station in the world gets these cables saying not just do you have anyone who would go 
but they go through your files back at headquarters and find out what agents you haven't come in and say 
send in our intellect to this place and telling what to say and | got out my agent and leaned on him and said 
this is 
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agent and leaned on him and said this is the line you got to take visa V China and he said wait a minute he 
said wait a minute my country is very poor we need China we need a relation with China you're ordering me 
to sabotage my country's interests for one of your political ploys when everybody can see that the United 
States is in the process of going to bed with China in her own economic interest he said how can | do that 
indoors too yeah and so | | went back to headquarters and said that he was not responsive and so they sort 
of put an X on how well he stood is a dis agent and wrote you know little things about you know | didn't have 
complete control of all my agents well we shouldn't really dismiss the Cuban thing as being a Mickey Mouse 
situation here's what has going to be an increase in defense spending because of it there's going to be 
increased Milgram the president's it it has turned out it's a tempest in a teapot but it won it jeopardized sold | 
think that'll blow over and people get over that but it has let his wound up when we were moving in the 
direction of support for salt and a reduction of strategic weapons and military posturing that that's what these 
treaties should be about it has wound up to be a victory for the hawks and in the Defense Department and in 
the CIA and also this this is kind of reminiscent of the days when Hoover would create a threat and go out 
and stomp it down and get more money from Congress in the process isn't the CIA doing the same thing 
exactly although | don't knowing them as as | feel | i do is i did and i believe i still do i don't think that they are 
they have enough mind about there's enough of them and intellect driving what they do they always have 
these nominations conference this time it's a biggie because it's in cuba and it's the old Cl nemesis castro is 
running it this is the mana SI i tried eight times to kill he's tried to destroy Cuba sugar crops and what 
naughty we forced the CIA's forced him to be totally dependent on the Soviet 
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to be totally dependent on the Soviet Union economically and he has he has stuck his finger in the CIA's | 
over the years time and time again and gotten away with it and he's doing it again 90 miles from our own 
Shores so the CIA was obviously incensed and and by that up when you say see | in that context you mean 
the intelligence establishment because they're people who don't work in the language like it's a big new 
Brzezinski for example it don't work in the Cl but they're part of the same complex and it's now it's it's been 
admitted by the White House that Brzezinski met with the CIA 40 committee meetings are the operations 
advisory group meetings with the Cl director and ordered the Cl to focus on Cuba and focus on their 
vulnerabilities and focus on Soviets in Cuba and this was this they admitted that this began last March and 
so they focused on the their operation to discredit Castro will tell me how have you changed since the last 
time we saw you you had written a book in search of enemies and it was doing well and people were talking 
perhaps about doing a movie and you were trying to get on the lecture series of all these good things come 
about or as the CIA but after your defected Fanny what you know you know | don't | really don't feel that I've 
changed one bit through this whole experience except a bit of broadening a bit more confidence in mankind 
on one side and a bit more cynical perhaps on the other yes I've lectured all over the nation three dozen 
times | guess on different universities I've appeared on television in every corner of the nation but | still feel 
like the same ol country boy how have you been received and a reception that's where 
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